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 The documentation special interest group 
maintains the Kubernetes website at 
 

 https://k8s.io/

SIG Docs

https://kubernetes.io/


 Concepts provide high-level overviews for 
topics, linked to more detailed pages.

 https://kubernetes.io/docs/concepts/

Website: Concepts

https://kubernetes.io/docs/concepts/


 Tasks provide detailed step-by-step 
instructions for explaining how to 
accomplish key actions

https://kubernetes.io/docs/tasks/

Website: Tasks

https://kubernetes.io/docs/tasks/


In the Reference section you’ll find:
● a glossary of terms
● lists of options & flags, etc
● a reference for each of the 

executables that make up 
Kubernetes

https://kubernetes.io/docs/reference/

Website: Reference

https://kubernetes.io/docs/reference/


 The documentation is actively being translated 
into 13 different languages, including:

● English
● Chinese
● French
● German
● Indonesian
● Japanese
● Korean
● Polish
● Portuguese
● Russian
● Spanish
● Ukranian
● Vietnamese

  

Localization



Community

Contributing is not only about code.

It is about helping a community.
“

”
— Nikhita Raghunath



Source control

Static site generated from Markdown

Source in GitHub, in the 
kubernetes/website repository

https://github.com/kubernetes/website/

https://github.com/kubernetes/website/


Markdown

Markdown looks similar to plain text, with extra 
highlighting such as  **bold** or _italic_.

Markdown also offers you:

* lists
* hyperlinks - eg to [Kubernetes](https://k8s.io/)
* inline code snippets
  - (for example: `echo Hello World`)
* tables, that render to standards-compliant HTML

https://k8s.io/


Where to Start

SIG Docs curates a list of “good first issues” 
that have been identified to be a good choice 
for making your first contribution!

https://github.com/kubernetes/website/contribute

https://github.com/kubernetes/website/contribute


Contributor License Agreement

Defines the legal status of the contributed code in two 
different types of Contributor License Agreements 
(CLAs):

🏠 Individual contributors
🏢 Corporations

Kubernetes can only accept original source code from 
CLA signatories

https://git.k8s.io/community/CLA.md

https://emojipedia.org/house-building/
https://emojipedia.org/office-building/
https://git.k8s.io/community/CLA.md


Contributor License Agreement



Hugo extends Golang’s
built-in templating.

Templating



Templating

Hugo extends Golang’s
built-in templating.



Templating

https://www.docsy.dev/

https://www.docsy.dev/


Code review automation

Prow merges PRs when: 

/lgtm
/approve
/hold

Prow
(Kubernetes code review bot)



Automatic preview

• After you submit a PR, Netlify does a 
complete build of the whole site so you 
can preview the impact of the changes 
you’re proposing.

• Look for the Netlify deploy preview 
comment.

Click on the provided link.

• Extra credit: edit the PR description, 
adding a link to the specific page(s) that 
you changed
(Netlify can’t do this automatically).

○ Reviewers will thank you!



Continuous deployment

contributor

GitHub

Netlify

Prow

pushes a branch to their fork of kubernetes/website
and opens a pull request

notifies Netlify systems about the pull request

builds and publishes a preview version of that website

ensures that PRs have contributor licence agreements
tracks review and approval status

The Kubernetes website is built and deployed using Netlify



Continuous deployment

reviewer

approver

Prow

GitHub

verifies the PR is technically sound; adds “lgtm” label

verifies the change is appropriate; adds “approved” label

sees the PR is “LGTM” and approved; instructs GitHub to merge it

Netlify

merges the pull request

builds and deploys the website



Local preview

● run Hugo in a container (recommended)

make container-image && make container-serve

● can also run Hugo without a container

…then, visit http://localhost:1313/ in a browser.



Local preview

First time?

ℹ update Git submodules

git submodule update --init --recursive \

  --depth 1



Contribution

● Everyone is welcome to 
contribute to documentation!

● Contribute to English, another 
existing language, or even:
add support for a new language.

● Check out our docs on how to 
contribute.



Style

Documentation style guide

https://k8s.io/docs/contribute/style/

Excerpt

https://k8s.io/docs/contribute/style/style-guide/


Style

Contribute to the style guide:

● propose style changes

● help explain existing guidelines

Documentation style guide

https://k8s.io/docs/contribute/style/

Excerpt

https://k8s.io/docs/contribute/style/style-guide/


Getting going

We are here to help to you get 
started!

Kubernetes Slack:

(more details later)

Google group: kubernetes-sig-docs 

Weekly SIG meetings on Zoom

Good first issues on GitHub

#sig-docs & 
#sig-docs-localization

http://kubernetes-sig-docs
https://github.com/kubernetes/website/contribute
https://kubernetes.slack.com/messages/sig-docs
https://kubernetes.slack.com/messages/sig-docs-localization


Writing great docs

● All kinds of writing contributions are valuable!
○ Edits, typo corrections
○ New content
○ Editing/reviewing PRs for language



Writing great docs

● Break it down into smaller sections
● Understand content types

○ Concepts: explain ideas at a high level
○ Tasks: Step-by-step instructions explaining one thing
○ Reference: lists of options, flags, etc. that help you complete tasks or 

understand concepts

● Write in bullet points first, then full sentences
● “Always be deleting”

– Zach Corleissen, Lead Technical Writer @ CNCF



Writing great docs

● Write in the present tense (“I am”, 
not “I will” or “I was”)

● Keep sentences short

● Use plain language 
– www.hemingwayapp.com is great!

● Ask for help in #sig-docs!

http://www.hemingwayapp.com


 Kubernetes documentation 
approvers take weekly shifts 
doing triage on PRs, as the
 “PR wrangler”.

● timely feedback
● signposting for technical 

review (if needed)

 PR wranglers can also triage 
incoming issues.

Pull request wrangler



Localization



Available localizations include:
● English
● Chinese
● French
● German
● Indonesian
● Japanese
● Korean
● Polish
● Portuguese
● Russian
● Spanish
● Ukranian
● Vietnamese

Localization



• We also provide documentation on 
how to add new language support

○ eg kubernetes/website#12548

• Guide to localizing content:
https://k8s.io/docs/contribute/localization/

Localization

https://github.com/kubernetes/website/pull/12548
https://kubernetes.io/docs/contribute/localization/


Localization

One language per PR
(exceptions can apply)



Blog

https://k8s.io/blog
Anyone can write a blog post and submit it for 
review!

Guidelines:
● Should not be vendor pitches
● Not published on specific dates
● Relevant to Kubernetes users
● Original content
● Aim to be future proof

https://k8s.io/blog
https://kubernetes.io/docs/contribute/new-content/blogs-case-studies/


Recap

You can contribute by:
● filing issues: suggest features, or report bugs
● helping with web design
● reviewing pull requests
● localizing existing pages
● writing new content
● improving existing content (text and diagrams)

SIG Docs uses Git, GitHub, Hugo and Netlify to make it all work
● you can edit pages and open pull requests directly within GitHub’s website
● if you’re suggesting changes, you can preview them locally first



Lurk if you like
✓ OK to feel overwhelmed

(but we want to help!)
✓ start small

Get an idea of
● who is working on what?
● what tasks are under way?
● what’s on the roadmap?

Next steps



Get in touch

#sig-docs on Kubernetes Slack

Not signed up yet? Get an invitation from 
https://slack.k8s.io/

#sig-docs-localizations 
plus language-specific channels
#sig-docs-blog

https://kubernetes.slack.com/messages/sig-docs
https://slack.k8s.io/
https://kubernetes.slack.com/messages/sig-docs-localizations
https://github.com/kubernetes/community/blob/master/communication/slack-config/sig-docs/docs-channels.yaml
https://kubernetes.slack.com/messages/sig-docs-blog


Get in touch

Good first issues on GitHub

Google group: kubernetes-sig-docs 

You also can say Hello at one of our 
weekly SIG meetings on Zoom

🎉 🎉
(see Slack for details)

https://github.com/kubernetes/website/contribute
http://kubernetes-sig-docs



