
# Transparency on the recent freenode related issues
### Setting the record straight on freenode

My name is Andrew Lee, and I’m a member of the FOSS community and the owner of freenode
limited.  I’ve been an IRC user for 25 years and have contributed from time to time both in the
IRC FOSS movement as well as with servers.

## History of FOSS Donations

I have directly or through a wholly owned company donated funds to many FOSS organizations
out there.  They all know who they are, and many of them are a part of the freenode community.
Due to the fact that trolls are attacking organizations who received money, I will refrain from
stating any names.  I want to reiterate, this behavior harms the FOSS community.

To be clear, as many already know, the number exceeds many millions.  I will leave it up to them
if they wish to confirm this.  I do think announcing donations and sponsorships, in general, is
something we should encourage, as it helps build an ecosystem of financial support for FOSS
projects, many of which struggle in this aspect.

## Timeline

In 2013, I had begun sponsoring freenode through one of my companies.  As part of this,
logos for one of my companies were placed prominently on the website.



In 2016, Christel reaches out and asks to place the logo on the website.



In 2017, Christel, the former owner of freenode, asked me for assistance with funding and
asked me to acquire it.  I oblige.



In March of 2021, Christel resigns.  freenode limited, under my direction, neglects to
appoint a new Head of Staff.  Thomas Wesley takes over as Head of Staff, with
encouragement from the existing staff.

Thomas informs me.

Later that month, Thomas comes to me to confirm I’m not going to be involved in the day
to day. I had no plans to be, so I confirmed.

In April of 2021, Thomas messages me and asks for ownership of the domain name.  My
response is that we need to decentralize.

The conversation ends up a monologue with me explaining decentralization to Thomas,
who abruptly ends the conversation letting me know he’d like to speak later.



My next contact with Thomas is on April 4, the next day:

A few days later, I learn that my access to freenode’s DNS has been terminated as 2FA
has been enabled. I attempt to get it back to no avail. To be clear, during this process,
tomaw makes several threats on a phone call to my brother Alex and me, to make
the staff to leave and destroy the network in the process. He appears to reference this
in these messages to Alex below:









At this point, I reach out to prawnsalad, a known person in the IRC space who has
relationships with many people.  He has nothing but good to say about tomaw and sets
up a meeting.  Tomaw messages me.

Prawnsalad, Thomas and I speak.  Thomas agrees not to change anything on the website
or domain.

A week later, after I spent considerable time developing a plan forward, Thomas changes
the website, announcing a new ircd and a partnership with OFTC. This move upsets
prawnsalad, and he gives up attempting to mediate



I reach out to Thomas with an attorney asking him to maintain confidentiality as we work
through this.

Former freenode staff prepare resignation letters. They are published (for example,
kline.sh published on his website directly).  The topic in their letters is that a 'hostile
takeover' is taking place.  This is the opposite of what happened, as I am the owner and
custodian of freenode, and I was simply attempting to secure freenode.  The resignation
letters urge everyone to join another network.

https://archive.is/AWs17
(the twitter link in the above document links to another Andrew that is not me)

I catch wind of this through one of the participants of the other network and publicly
attempt to protect freenode by letting the public know what was happening.  I cannot let
IRC and the FOSS community fracture further.

I then receive a letter from Thomas’ attorney preventing me from speaking further.

Former freenode staff are the only ones left speaking authoritatively on the matter,
subsequently leading to the spread of misinformation like a snowball effect.

Thomas gives freenode back to freenode limited.

The former staff leave, destroying the network and its community in the process.

A meeting agenda on git is found and looks very different from what is being portrayed
by former staff to the public.  In it, it’s clear that there were huge structural and
operational changes taking place, including a far from democratic appointment of
positions.

https://archive.is/AWs17


This meeting coincides with the time when I was messaged and asked for the domain.



I know the community could have used this information sooner, but I was unable to
release it as I was unable to speak further.

Thank you for your patience, and now that the facts are straight, I hope we can move forward.

## Moving forward

Freenode is FOSS, and FOSS is for the people. IRC has always been a world of
federated networks. We're beginning of a process of revisiting how Freenode's ownership
is organized so that there's a clear democratic process and outlined relationship between
freenode limited and the volunteer staff who keep the network alive. The goal is to make
sure that these kinds of problems will not happen again. I hope that existing communities,
communities who may have accidentally left on falsehoods, former staffers in the same boat,
and the greater FOSS community, will all engage with us to help make this happen. We're
determined to keep Freenode the terrific place for FOSS development that it's always been,
and are happy to work hand in hand with the community to figure out how to ensure a safe and
secure future foundation for Freenode.

Truly yours,

Andrew Lee
Chairman of freenode


